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Barbican announces second wave of artists for EFG London Jazz Festival 
2023 
 
Today (7 June) the Barbican announces the second wave of artists and performances as part of this 
year’s EFG London Jazz Festival in collaboration with Barbican Associate Producer Serious. Now 
in its 31st year, the annual festival will take place in November at multiple Barbican spaces as well as 
over 60 venues across the city to showcase some of the best in local and international jazz talent. 
  
The Barbican's live performance programme will feature an electrifying line-up of jazz masters, 
emerging stars, and fresh new talent including the artists announced today: 
 

• Makaya McCraven + LCO: In These Times (Sat 11 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Joshua Redman Group featuring Gabrielle Cavassa (Sun 12 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 

7:30pm)  
• Joep Beving (Sun 12 Nov 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Sam Gendel (Tues 14 Nov 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7;30pm)  

 
Full listing details below and here.  
 
~ 
  
Makaya McCraven + London Contemporary Orchestra: In These Times 
Saturday 11 November 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm 
Tickets from £20 plus booking fee 
Part of the EFG Jazz Festival 
 
Renowned American drummer and producer Makaya McCraven presents an evening of musical 
exploration at the Barbican, joined by the London Contemporary Orchestra, conducted by Robert 
Ames on Saturday 11 November 2023. This special performance will see McCraven perform his 
boundary-pushing album In These Times in the Barbican Hall. 
 
One of Chicago's most sought-after artists, McCraven defies categorisation with his inventive process 
and intuitive style, constantly pushing the boundaries of jazz, composition, and rhythm. 
 
McCraven's breakthrough album, In the Moment, released in January 2015 under International 
Anthem, was hailed as a dramatic statement. With this release, McCraven introduced his unique 
brand of ‘organic beat music’ propelling him to the forefront of internationally known jazz artists and 
the next-wave of composer-producers blurring the lines between jazz and electronic music. His 
subsequent releases, including the widely popular Universal Beings (2018) and the reimagining of Gil 
Scott-Heron's final album, We're New Again for XL Recordings, further solidified his reputation as a 
boundary-pushing artist. 
 
McCraven's album, Deciphering the Message, released in October 2021 on Blue Note Records, 
showcases his exceptional talent in rearranging and remixing 13 pieces from the label's extensive 
catalogue, breathing new life into classic compositions. 
 

http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=LKAlxdIKEJhtZm9CdtalZMbfMSmxP17lrvlNyrl2RmIHdaUVQ4fVaLeHPo-4aE5xz7WElWbAZeB8aTcBPAzSLRPv0Q7FbcaJMRIqB5GfLOjyDdyPMKqkwQVc_gx511Y8cLa4COdN1c9QF7UfbKGqnN2k_EkC0DMRXYQe3Hiw2M-6koXboqPAMIjfAAhqPznVnrTjTyruiIxVqtVCCw5trE41


In These Times is McCraven’s latest and seventh album, released on 23 September 2022 via the 
three-label collaboration between International Anthem, Nonesuch, and XL Recordings. The record 
features a host of notable guest performances, including guitarist Jeff Parker, harpist Brandee 
Younger, and Macie Stewart from Ohmme. The album seamlessly weaves together hip-hop 
breakouts, machine music, and sumptuous strings with breathtakingly jazz brilliance. 
 
Produced by the Barbican in association with Serious. 
On sale to Barbican Patrons and Members on Wed 7 June 2023 
On general sale on Fri 9 June 2023 
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
Joshua Redman Group featuring Gabrielle Cavassa 
Sunday 12 November 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm 
Tickets from £27 plus booking fee 
Part of EFG London Jazz Festival 2023 
 
Globally-acclaimed saxophonist Joshua Redman returns to the Barbican to lead a remarkable new 
group in an evening of captivating jazz. Following the success of MoodSwing in 2022, Redman now 
turns his attention to his latest project WHERE ARE WE. 

WHERE ARE WE brings together musicians who perfectly complement Redman's vision. It marks the 
first time that Redman has included a vocalist, Gabrielle Cavassa, on a record and feature, and the 
first time that Aaron Parks on piano, Joe Sanders on bass, and Brian Blade on drums will have 
performed together. These artists’ collective prowess creates a seamless blend of intricate melodies 
and soulful improvisations with a repertoire built around Redman’s new WHERE ARE WE project – an 
album of songs about specific places in the USA. The project is “about” America, both a celebration 
and a critique, as much as it is also a project of ballads, standards, romance, social reflection, melodic 
invention, improvisation, and even tribute. Above all, it is a meditation on power and the importance of 
place. For this special performance, Joshua Redman will also be joined by special guests Nicholas 
Payton (trumpet), Kurt Rosenwinkel (guitar), Peter Bernstein (guitar), and Joel Ross (vibraphone). 

On WHERE ARE WE, Redman says: “It was a dream come true to finally have a chance to connect 
Aaron, Joe, and Brian—three of the most sublimely lyrical and deeply grooving musicians on the 
planet, who, somehow, had never before played together as a rhythm section. And it was a 
transformative experience to collaborate with Gabrielle—a vocalist of uncommon style, sincerity, and 
soul.” 
  
Produced by the Barbican in association with Serious. 
On sale to Barbican Patrons and Members on Wed 7 June 2023 
On general sale on Fri 9 June 2023 
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
Joep Beving 
Sunday 12 November 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7.30pm 
Tickets from £20 plus booking fee 
Part of EFG London Jazz Festival 
 
Contemporary classical composer and pianist Joep Beving returns to his piano solo roots 
with Hermetism Light Sculpture, a live audio-visual performance in collaboration with contemporary 
artists Boris Acket and Merijn Versnel in Milton Court Concert Hall.  
 
Both Beving and Acket share a fascination for the spiritual and the unknown – things hidden in our 
perception of time, of now, and of the inner self. Joined by Versnel, Beving and Acket will transform 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/makaya-mccraven-london-contemporary-orchestra
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/joshua-redman-group-featuring-gabrielle-cavassa


the narrative of the classical piano concert in a performance of Beving’s latest record, Hermetism 
(Deutsche Grammophon 2022), which blends poignant melancholy with an offer of hope, across 
twelve new tracks all recorded on Beving’s cherished Schimmel piano. 

In this special performance as part of the EFG London Jazz Festival 2023 at the Barbican, the music 
of Beving will come together with two visual installations, The Source, and The Balance, and seven 
gigantic scales, designed to appear to measure the unmeasurable things around us. Alongside 
Beving, the installations will move continuously - looking for new shapes to portray within the space 
drawing the audience into a single synergic experience. 
 
Produced by the Barbican in association with Serious and Bird on the Wire 
On sale to Barbican Patrons and Members on Wed 7 June 2023 
On general sale on Fri 9 June 2023 
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
Sam Gendel 
Tuesday 14 November 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7:30pm 
Tickets from £25 plus booking fee 
Part of EFG London Jazz Festival 
 
American saxophonist and music producer Sam Gendel will take to the stage at Milton Court Concert 
Hall on Tuesday 14 November 2023, bringing his unique approach to jazz and experimental music 
together in a one-of-a-kind performance. 
 
Known for a distinctive blend of ambient and experimental jazz, Gendel has become a prominent 
figure in Los Angeles’ ambient jazz scene. Primarily a saxophonist, Gendel is also proficient with 
multiple instruments, creating diverse work and also significant collaborations with a wide range of 
artists including: Ry Cooder, Blake Mills, Sam Amidon, Laurie Anderson, Perfume Genius, Pino 
Palladino, Moses Sumney, Knower, Mach-Hommy, Vampire Weekend, and inc. no world. 
 
For this performance Gendel will be joined by Philippe Melanson on electronic percussion.  
 
Praise for Gendel’s albums: 

“[blueblue, Leaving Records 2022] feels like a purposeful statement, a concentration of his strengths 
as an instrumentalist in service of one sharpened, sustained mood” 
- Pitchfork 

“Gendel’s Fresh Bread [Leaving Records 2021] is a vast, endlessly fascinating project that not only 
underscores his skill on virtually any instrument he picks up but also outlines the sheer volume of 
melodic and structural ideas he can generate.” 
- LA Times 

Produced by the Barbican in association with Serious. 
On sale to Barbican Patrons and Members on Wed 7 June 2023 
On general sale on Fri 9 June 2023 
Find out more 
 
EFG LONDON JAZZ FESTIVAL 2023 ACTS ALREADY ANNOUNCED: 
 

• Hiromi’s sonicwonder (Mon 13 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Sergio Mendes (Wed 15 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Charles Lloyd Ocean Trio (Fri 17 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Samara Joy (Sun 19 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/joep-beving
https://pitchfork.com/reviews/albums/sam-gendel-blueblue/
https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/music/story/2021-03-24/sam-gendel-alleged-clown-core-jazz
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/sam-gendel
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/hiromis-sonicwonder-part-of-efg-london-jazz-festival
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/sergio-mendes-part-of-efg-london-jazz-festival
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/charles-lloyd-ocean-trio
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/samara-joy-part-of-efg-london-jazz-festival


 
Find out more 
 
BARBICAN PROMOTIONS COMING UP THIS YEAR 
  

• José González (Fri 9 & Sat 10 Jun 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Laurie Anderson: Let X = X (Sunday 11 Jun 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 
• Dillon + Nalan (*rescheduled date: Thurs 15 Jun 2023, LSO St. Luke’s, 7.30pm)  
• Hamza Namira (Sat 17 Jun 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Musics from Summerisle / The Wicker Man – featuring Magnet, Gazelle Twin & Alasdair 

Roberts (Sat 24 Jun 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  
• Rampage: Carnival Classics (Sat 1 July 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 
• Hamed Sinno: Poems of Consumption (Sat 8 Jul 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis (Sun 9 Jul 2023, Barbican Hall, 

7:30pm) 
• Kandace Springs + Artemis (Tue 11 Jul 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Branford Marsalis Quartet (Wed 12 Jul 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Balmorhea (Friday 14 July 2023, 7.30pm, Milton Court Concert Hall) 
• Abdullah Ibrahim Trio (Sat 15 Jul 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Lila Downs (Sun 16 July 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Herbie Hancock (Fri 28 and Sat 29 July 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Jeff Mills, Jean-Phi Dary, Prabhu Edouard: Tomorrow Comes The Harvest (Fri 8 Sep 

2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Touching Bass presents: anaiis + Astrønne (Saturday 9 September 2023, Milton Court 

Concert Hall, 7.30pm) 
• The Unthanks All-Dayer (Sun 10 Sep 2023, Barbican Hall, 2pm + 8pm) 
• Bonny Light Horseman + London Contemporary Orchestra (Fri 15 Sep 2023, Barbican 

Hall, 7:30pm) 
• John Grant sings the songs of Patsy Cline with Richard Hawley and Band (Sun 24 Sep 

2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• The Horse - Matthew Herbert x London Contemporary Orchestra (Sat 14 Oct 2023, 

Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Balimaya Project: When The Dust Settles + Asmâa Hamzaoui and Bnat Timbouktou 

(Tues 17 October 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Qawwali Flamenco (Sun 15 Oct 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Kronos Quartet: Five Decades (Sat 21 Oct 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Matthew and the Atlas (Thursday 9 November 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Makaya McCraven + LCO: In These Times (Sat 11 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Joshua Redman Group featuring Gabrielle Cavassa (Sun 12 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 

7:30pm)  
• Joep Beving (Sun 12 Nov 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7:30pm) 
• Sam Gendel (Tues 14 Nov 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7;30pm)  
• Charles Lloyd Ocean Trio – EFG London Jazz Festival (Fri 17 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 

7:30pm) 
• This is The Kit (Sat 25 Nov 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 

  
  
BARBICAN PROMOTIONS COMING UP IN 2024 
  

• The Milk Carton Kids (Fri 19 January 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Michael Rother Plays NEU!, Harmonia & Solo Works (Sat 3 Feb 2024, Barbican Hall, 

8pm) 
• An Intimate Piano Performance from Lambchop (Sat 1 Jun 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 
• Erland Cooper: Carve the Runes Then Be Content With Silence (Sat 8 Jun 2024, 

Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  
• Nils Frahm – Music For London (Thu 11 – Sun 14 July 2024, Barbican Hall, 8pm)  
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Press Information 
For any further information, press tickets, images or to arrange interviews, please contact the 
Barbican’s music communications team:  
  
Ed Maitland Smith, Communications Manager for Music 
e – Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk  
t – 0203 834 1115  
  
Koyel Basu, Communications Officer for Music 
e – koyel.basu@barbican.org.uk  
t - 0203 834 1188 
  
Simone Gibbs, Communications Assistant for Music 
e – simone.gibbs@barbican.org.uk 
  
Barbican press room 
All Barbican Centre press releases, news announcements and the Communications team’s contact 
details are listed on our website at www.barbican.org.uk/our-story/press-room 
  
About the Barbican 
A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all major art 
forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning programme further 
underpins everything it does. Over a million people attend events annually, hundreds of artists and 
performers are featured, and more than 700 staff work onsite. The architecturally renowned centre 
opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, 
Barbican Art Gallery, a second gallery The Curve, public spaces, a library, the Lakeside Terrace, a 
glasshouse conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London Corporation 
is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 
  
The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate Orchestra, 
BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient Music and Britten Sinfonia, 
Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, 
Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and Michael Clark. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are 
the Barbican’s International Orchestral Partner, and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are our 
International Associate Ensemble.   
  
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
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