
 BARBICAN ANNOUNCES PERFORMANCES BY BAABA MAAL, 
MATTHEW HERBERT x LONDON CONTEMPORARY 
ORCHESTRA, AND CHRISTINA VANTZOU FOR 2023 
 
The Barbican today announces three new concerts in its 2023 music programme, with 
full details below. 
 

• Senegalese singer and guitarist Baaba Maal 

• Producer, composer and electronic musician Matthew Herbert with the London 
Contemporary Orchestra 

• Composer and filmmaker Christina Vantzou and ensemble, with extended-
technique vocalist, composer and performance artist Holland Andrews.  

 
Baaba Maal  
Tue 30 May 2023, 7:30pm 
Barbican Hall 
Tickets from £35 
 
The Barbican today announces a concert with singer, guitarist, traveller, ambassador, 
dancer, philosopher, humanitarian and activist Baaba Maal for May 2023. 
  
Baaba Maal will be performing tracks from his latest album, Being – a jubilant and 
urgent record that confronts troubled times with messages of hope, warning and peace. 
The album and performance will be a euphoric celebration and reinvention of tradition 
featuring songs that cover dirty desert blues, intangible electro-spirituals, uplifting chants 
and trance-like freak outs. There are also exciting collaborations with The Very Best’s 
singer Esau Mwamwaya, emerging singer Rougi and Senegalese rapper General Paco 
Lenol. 
  
Baaba Maal was not born into the traditional caste for singers and poets, the Griot 
caste, but would defy strict West African cultural expectation to become a musician. 
Inspired by indigenous African music and the American R&B, soul, jazz, reggae and 
blues it directly influenced, he moved from the northern town of Podor to Senegal’s 
capital Dakar in the 1970s. There he joined the 70-piece orchestra Asly Fouta 
and performed with his mentor and friend, guitarist Mansour Seck. He developed a 
highly distinctive sound radically fusing traditional African instruments and rhythms with 
an increasingly adventurous electronic approach that has led to numerous records and 
international acclaim. 
  
“I go to wherever music is, to what music is calling me” - Baaba Maal 
 
Tickets on-sale to Members and Patrons Wed 7 Dec 2022 
General on-sale Fri 9 Dec 2022 
Produced by the Barbican 
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
The Horse 
Matthew Herbert x London Contemporary Orchestra 
Sat 14 Oct 2023, 7:30pm 
Barbican Hall 
Tickets from £20 
 
Visionary producer, composer and electronic musician Matthew Herbert returns to the 
Barbican with The Horse: a unique live show performed with a horse skeleton alongside 
the London Contemporary Orchestra and a host of special guests.  
 
Journeying from the very beginnings of music through to modern electronics and 
sampling, The Horse (released as an album on Modern Recordings/BMG in June 2023) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/baaba-maal


will include  instruments made from the bones of a full size racehorse combined with 
samples of audio from various horses' lives and the traditional instruments of the LCO. 
The album also features performances by Shabaka Hutchings, Evan Parker, Danilo 
Perez, Seb Rochford, Theon Cross and others. 
 
The show has been developed by Herbert in collaboration with Imogen Knight 
(Choreographer and Somatic Movement practitioner) and Kirsty Housley (Theatre-
maker, Director and Dramaturg) and is as much a physical, theatrical evening as a 
musical one.  As the rhythms rise throughout the show, Herbert and some very special 
collaborators will attempt to bring the horse back to life through music. 
 
Matthew Herbert is a multi-award winning composer, producer and writer. His range of 
innovative works extends from numerous albums to film scores for Oscar-winning 
movies as well as music for nightclubs, the theatre, Broadway, TV, games, radio, opera 
and installations. He is most known for turning ordinary sound into electronic music.  
 
Tickets on-sale to Members and Patrons Wed 7 Dec 2022 
General on-sale Fri 9 Dec 2022 
Produced by the Barbican 
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
Christina Vantzou and ensemble  
+ Holland Andrews 
Fri 24 Mar 2023, 7:30pm 
Milton Court Concert Hall 
Tickets from £20 
 
Composer Christina Vantzou brings a performance of work from her 
new album No. 5 (released 11 Nov 2022 on Kranky) to the Barbican in March 2023. 
Following a “moment of focus” on the island of Syros in the Aegean Sea, Vantzou, who 
is Kansas City born and of Greek descent, crafted an amassed collection of raw 
recordings into No.5. Relocating to the Cycladic island of Ano Koufonisi, Vantzou 
worked with laptop and headphones on a patio, taking breaks to swim, slowly shaping 
the album from source material into lyrical movements born of the environment around 
her.  Alternating between austere and adorned, the movements span glottal groaning, 
cavernous water, glittering eddies of modular synth and languorous silences. With 
fleeting configurations of acoustic and electronic instruments intertwined with field 
recordings; Vantzou describes the pieces as “spaces as much as compositions”. 
 
Having intimately created No. 5, Vantzou describes it as “almost like a 
first album”, and she will bring pieces from it to the Barbican alongside an equally 
intimate ensemble of Lieselot De Wilde (voice), Ben Bertrand (bass clarinet) and 
John Also Bennett (piano, synth, bass flute). Support for the performance will be from 
composer and performer Holland Andrews who will also join Vantzou’s ensemble for 
parts of their performance. 
 
Christina Vantzou is a Brussels-based composer who deals with time expansion, 
atmospheres, and harmonies, and the affects and feelings that arise from them with 
electronics and acoustic instruments. Holland Andrews (they/them) is an extended-
technique vocalist, composer, and performance artist. 
 
Tickets on-sale to Members and Patrons Wed 7 Dec 2022 
General on-sale Fri 9 Dec 2022 
Produced by the Barbican 
Find out more 
 

COMING UP IN 2022  
 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/the-horse-matthew-herbert-x-london-contemporary-orchestra
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/christina-vantzou-and-ensemble-with-holland-andrews


• Yazz Ahmed, with Emel and Rabih Abou-Khalil: An evening of 
contemporary Arabic music (Tue 13 Dec 2022, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

 

COMING UP IN 2023 
 

• Lucinda Williams (Sat 21 Jan 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Kayhan Kalhor + Erdal Erzincan (Sat 21 Jan 2023, Milton Court Concert Hall, 
7.30pm)  

• The Hermes Experiment & Shiva Feshareki (Thu 26 Jan 2023, Milton Court 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm)   

• Eliza & Martin Carthy + The Restitution with special guests (Sat 4 Feb 2023, 
Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Jerusalem Orchestra East & West (Sun 5 Feb, 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• The End of the World ft. Lubomyr Melnyk, Julia Kent, Shards + Spime.Im 
(Sat 11 Feb 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 

• Roopa Panesar (Sat 18 Feb 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 

• Arcadia Live: Will Gregory + Adrian Utley (Sat 4 Mar 2023, Barbican Hall, 
7:30pm) 

• Devonté Hynes + London Symphony Orchestra (Sat 18 & Sun 19 Mar 2023, 
Barbican Hall, 7:30pm)  

• Lisa O’Neill (Thu 23 Mar 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Christina Vantzou + Holland Andrews (Fri 24 Mar 2023, 7:30pm) 

• Kaushiki Chakraborty (Sat 1 Apr 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Xerrox Selected: s t a r g a z e + Alva Noto (Wed 26 Apr 2023, Barbican Hall, 
7:30pm) 

• Aldous Harding (Fri 28 – Sat 29 Apr 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Novo Amor + Jemima Coulter (Sun 30 Apr 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 

• Lankum (Thu 4 May 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Richard Dawson (Fri 5 May 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• A Winged Victory for the Sullen + London Brass, ACME Strings and 
SHARDS (Sat 13 and Sun 14 May 2023, Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• Rival Consoles (Sat 27 May 2023, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 

• Baaba Maal (Tue 30 May 2023, 7:30pm) 

• Dillon (*rescheduled: 23 June 2023, LSO St. Luke’s, 7.30pm)  

• Musics from Summerisle / The Wicker Man – featuring Magnet, Gazelle 
Twin & Alasdair Roberts (Sat 24 Jun 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis (Sun 9 Jul 2023, 
Barbican Hall, 7:30pm) 

• The Horse - Matthew Herbert x London Contemporary Orchestra (Sat 14 
Oct 2023, 7:30pm) 

 
COMING UP IN 2024 
 

• Erland Cooper: Carve the Runes Then Be Content With Silence (Sat 8 Jun 
2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Nils Frahm – Music For London (Thu 11 – Sun 14 July 2024, Barbican Hall, 
8pm)  

 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors  

Barbican Box Office: 0845 120 7550 
www.barbican.org.uk 
 
Press Information  
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For any further information, press tickets, images or to arrange interviews, please 
contact the Barbican’s music communications team:  

Ed Maitland Smith, Communications Manager 
e – Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk  
m - 07896279293 

Simone Gibbs, Communications Assistant  
e – simone.gibbs@barbican.org.uk 

Barbican newsroom  
All Barbican Centre press releases, news announcements and the Communications 
team’s contact details are listed on our website at www.barbican.org.uk/news  
  
Read, Watch & Listen 
Digital content is available via the Barbican’s website through Read, Watch & Listen, 
Cinema On Demand, Live from the Barbican and its social channels. In addition, 
podcasts can also be accessed by subscribing to the Nothing Concrete podcast via 
Acast, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. 
  
About the Barbican 
A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all 
major art forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning 
programme further underpins everything it does. Over a million people attend events 
annually, hundreds of artists and performers are featured, and more than 300 staff work 
onsite. The architecturally renowned centre opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican 
Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, Barbican Art Gallery, a second 
gallery The Curve, public spaces, a library, the Lakeside Terrace, a glasshouse 
conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London 
Corporation is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 
 
The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate 
Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient 
Music and Britten Sinfonia, Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our 
Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and 
Michael Clark. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are the Barbican’s International 
Orchestral Partner, the Australian Chamber Orchestra are International Associate 
Ensemble at Milton Court, and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are International 
Associate Ensemble.   
 
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
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