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Barbican and flipped eye publishing team up for first time for 
Barbican Young Poets anthology 
 
The Barbican today announced that it will publish Articulations for Keeping the Light 
In, an anthology of intimate and personal poetry written by 23 new and alumni members 
of its Barbican Young Poets programme in collaboration with flipped eye publishing, a 
not-for-profit publishing house.  
 
An exclusive edition of the anthology will be published by the Barbican on Sunday 8 May 
2022, launched at a free poetry showcase in the Barbican Conservatory. A main edition 
will be published on Thursday 14 July by flipped eye.  
 
Articulations for Keeping the Light In will explore themes of dreams and memory, as well 
as scenes of bliss, connection, sex and desire. There are also pieces that hold up a 
mirror to trauma, brutality, isolation, and the violent realities affecting us and the world 
now. This is an in-house developed collaboration between the Barbican and flipped eye 
publishing with the anthology edited by the programme’s Artistic Director and Lead 
Facilitator, Jacob Sam-La Rose, and poet and programme Co-Tutor, Rachel Long. 
 
The anthology includes new poetry written by Oshanti Ahmed, Esme Allman, 
Mandisa Apena, Rachel Cleverly, Courtney Conrad, Bella Cox, Geraint Ellis, Abena 
Essah, Rakaya Fetuga, Rosanna Hildyard, Minying Huang, Gabriel Jones, Kerrica 
Kendall, Rachel Lewis, Cia Mangat, Sarah McCreadie, Shanay Neusum-James, 
Tasmia Salim, Maeve Slattery, Matt L T Smith, Simran Uppal, Maggie Wang and 
Jinhao Xie, 
 
Celebrating the launch of the new anthology, the Barbican’s poetry showcase on Sunday 
8 May 2022 will be free and open to all. This special event will see the poets perform 
their moving new work in the tropical oasis of the Barbican Conservatory. From this date 
too, the exclusive edition of the anthology will be on sale in the Barbican Shop. 
 
Jacob Sam-La Rose, flipped eye Senior Editor and Barbican Young Poets Artistic 
Director and Lead Facilitator, said: 
 
“Barbican Young Poets is a programme that values a wide-ranging body of poetics, 
celebrating poetry both on the page and in performance with the intention of sidestepping 
that age-old dichotomy. Having been so heavily invested in the development of the 
programme and its poets since its inception, I'm excited to have been able to establish this 
relationship between the programme and flipped eye publishing, a relationship that serves 
to shine a well-deserved spotlight on the work these poets are doing. The connection 
between flipped eye and Barbican Young Poets feels like a perfect fit, bearing in mind the 
principles the programme upholds in nurturing its participants and the strong track record 
of developmental work flipped eye has. This is a milestone in the programme's history.” 
 
Lauren Brown, Creative Learning Producer, Barbican, said:  
 
“We are delighted to be partnering with Flipped Eye Publishing on the Barbican Young 
Poets 2022 anthology. This new partnership brings exciting potential for the 
extraordinary work of our young artists to reach even more widely and be rightfully 
platformed alongside other exceptional poets in the sector. We’re also thrilled to be 
hosting the Barbican Young Poets Showcase in the beautiful surroundings of the 
Conservatory. This event is a chance to celebrate the hard work and talents of the cohort 
but to also give audiences a glimpse into the poetic artistry they’ll find in the anthology 
too.” 
 
The Barbican’s Young Poets are a cohort of 16-30 year olds, both new members as well 
as poets who have been part of the diverse group for a number of years. Now in its 
twelfth year, the programme’s ambition is to create space for poets to connect and build 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2022/event/barbican-young-poets-showcase


a community, while supporting the development of their craft and alumni from the 
programme include Eleanor Penny, Kareem Parkins Brown, Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave, Victoria Anne Bulley, Amina Jama and Laurie Ogden. This year’s 
programme was changed to a hybrid format to allow remote participation and improved 
access. Young Poets also have the opportunity not only to perform as part of the 
showcase but to facilitate, present, or offer an installation of their work.  
 

• Barbican Young Poets Showcase 
Sunday 8 May 2022, 2.30pm, Conservatory 
Over the past six months, a collective of young and emerging poets and spoken 
word artists have come together to collaborate and build on their artistry. Join the 
latest cohort of Barbican Young Poets as they showcase work produced during 
the 2021-22 programme and launch their anthology: Articulations for Keeping 
the Light In. 
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Press Information  
 
Articulations for Keeping the Light In publication date: 14th July, £7.99, 9781905233-793 
 
For further information about the project, please contact:  
 
Ed Maitland Smith, Communications Manager, Barbican 
E: Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk  
 
Anna Zanetti, Senior Account Manager, Midas 
E: Anna.Zanetti@midaspr.co.uk 
 

Press imagery and poet bios are available on request 
 
About Barbican Creative Learning 
Barbican Creative Learning pioneers new models for creative and cultural learning across 
the art forms. Our mission, Creative Skills for Life, underpins all aspects of our work and 
approach in the design and delivery of meaningful and impactful learning experiences 
across three strategic pillars: Education, Employability and Enrichment.  
 
In 2019/20, we delivered more than 40 programmes and events alongside 150 partners to 
over 29,000 participants. In order to achieve this, we build partnerships with teachers, 
artists, young people, schools and community organisations locally, nationally and 
internationally.  
 
About the Barbican 
A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all 
major art forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning 
programme further underpins everything it does. Over a million people attend events 
annually, hundreds of artists and performers are featured, and more than 300 staff work 
onsite. The architecturally renowned centre opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican 
Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, Barbican Art Gallery, a second 
gallery The Curve, public spaces, a library, the Lakeside Terrace, a glasshouse 
conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London 
Corporation is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 
 
The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate 
Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient 
Music and Britten Sinfonia, Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our 
Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and 
Michael Clark. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are the Barbican’s International Orchestral 
Partner, the Australian Chamber Orchestra are International Associate Ensemble at 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2022/event/barbican-young-poets-showcase
mailto:Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk
mailto:Anna.Zanetti@midaspr.co.uk
http://www.barbican.org.uk/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/our-story/our-people/careers
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2019/event/conservatory
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2019/event/conservatory
http://lso.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/symphonyorchestra
http://www.aam.co.uk/
http://www.aam.co.uk/
http://www.brittensinfonia.com/
http://www.serious.org.uk/
http://createlondon.org/
http://www.boyblueent.com/site/
http://www.cheekbyjowl.com/
http://drumworks.co.uk/
http://www.michaelclarkcompany.com/
https://www.laphil.com/
https://www.aco.com.au/


Milton Court, and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are International Associate 
Ensemble.   
 
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
 
About flipped eye publishing 
Founded in 2001 by Nii Ayikwei Parkes, an editor and award-winning writer, flipped eye 
publishing has won global critical acclaim, playing a key role in developing poets such as 
Inua Ellams, Malika Booker, Miriam Nash, Nick Makoha and Warsan Shire.  

flipped eye publishes powerful new voices in affordable volumes. Recognised globally as 
an incubator for exciting talent, it is the original home of leading contemporary writers 
such as Roger Robinson and Nikesh Shukla. 

flipped eye’s focus on cultivating potential and giving a platform to stories that represent 
a truly global scope of lived experience and literary traditions, literally “flips” the 
traditional mainstream, giving prominence to writers from all sectors of society and 
publishing the widest possible range of voices. 

Working with a not-for-profit model since its inception, flipped eye is a lean, reader-
focussed, writer-loving support system for culture that matters. 
 
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
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