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Cast change announced for Dido’s Ghost world premiere at the 
Barbican (6 June) 

 
We are sorry to announce that, due to unforeseen circumstances, soprano Golda 
Schultz has had to withdraw from the world premiere performance of Errollyn Wallen’s 
Dido’s Ghost. We are grateful to Isabelle Peters, who will be stepping into the role of 
Dido.  
  
The world premiere of Dido’s Ghost will take place in the Barbican Hall on 6 June as 
part of Live from the Barbican and will be accessible for a reduced, socially-distanced 
live audience, as well as for a global livestream audience online. 
 
Further details can be found below and please get in touch for photos, interviews or 
press tickets for the performance. 
 
Errollyn Wallen – Dido’s Ghost (World Premiere): Live from the Barbican  
Sun 6 June 2021, Barbican Hall, 8pm 
Tickets £20 – 40 & £12.50 (livestream) 
Isabelle Peters, Matthew Brook, Allison Cook, Henry Waddington, Nardus Williams, 
Dunedin Consort, Wesley Stace (libretto) 
  
In the world premiere of Dido’s Ghost – a new opera by composer Errollyn Wallen co-
commissioned by the Barbican, Dunedin Consort, Mahogany Opera, and Philharmonia 
Baroque Orchestra and Chorale – Purcell’s original opera, Dido and Aeneas, is framed 
within a haunting story from Ovid, with libretto by Wesley Stace.  
  
Now living with his new wife Lavinia in the kingdom that he was destined to found, 
Aeneas welcomes Dido’s sister Anna as a shipwrecked refugee. Tragic events repeat 
themselves however when the ghost of Dido warns her sister that the jealous Lavinia 
harbours murderous intentions. Dido’s Ghost presents the story of Purcell’s Dido and 
Aeneas, but from Aeneas’s — rather than Dido’s — perspective. Performed on period 
instruments, this new opera bridges the gap between worlds, both musical and historical, 
to reflect upon the long-ranging impact of Dido’s death. 
  
Developed in partnership with Mahogany Opera 
Find out more 
 
ENDS 
 
Notes to Editors  

Barbican Box Office: 0845 120 7550 
www.barbican.org.uk 
 
Press Information  
 
For any further information, images or to arrange interviews, please contact the 
Barbican’s music communications team:  

Annikaisa Vainio-Miles, Senior Communications Manager  
t - +44 (0)20 7382 7090 
e – annikaisa.vainio-miles@barbican.org.uk 
 
Sabine Kindel, Communications Manager 
t - +44 (0)20 7382 6199 
e – sabine.kindel@barbican.org.uk 
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Edward Maitland Smith, Communications Officer   
t - +44 (0)20 7382 6196 
e – Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk 

 
Barbican newsroom  
All Barbican Centre press releases, news announcements and the Communications 
team’s contact details are listed on our website at www.barbican.org.uk/news  
  
Read, Watch & Listen 
Digital content is available via the Barbican’s website through Read, Watch & Listen, 
Cinema On Demand, Concerts On Demand, Live from the Barbican and its social 
channels. In addition, podcasts can also be accessed by subscribing to the Nothing 
Concrete podcast via Acast, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. 
  
About the Barbican 
A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all 
major art forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning 
programme further underpins everything it does. Over a million people attend events 
annually, hundreds of artists and performers are featured, and more than 300 staff work 
onsite. The architecturally renowned centre opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican 
Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, Barbican Art Gallery, a second 
gallery The Curve, public spaces, a library, the Lakeside Terrace, a glasshouse 
conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London Corporation 
is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 
  
The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate 
Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient 
Music and Britten Sinfonia, Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our 
Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and 
Michael Clark Company. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are the Barbican’s International 
Orchestral Partner, the Australian Chamber Orchestra are International Associate 
Ensemble at Milton Court, and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are International 
Associate Ensemble.   
  
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
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