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Barbican partners with Native Instruments and Swifta Beater for 

music education programme 

 
Music technology company Native Instruments and Grime producer Swifta Beater will 

work with more than 100 secondary school students aged 11–16 in London as part of 

the fifth annual Barbican Box Music programme, produced by Barbican Guildhall 

Creative Learning. 

 

Barbican Box Music is a creative education project in local schools that provides the 

ingredients and tools for students to create original music. Each participating school 

receives a box of creative starting points curated by an invited artist or artistic company. 

This year’s Box is curated by Native Instruments and includes a range of electronic and 

digital tools, inspired by the Barbican’s 2019 season theme Life Rewired, which explores 

what it means to be human when technology is changing everything. 

 

From January to March, Swifta and Native Instruments will work with students from The 

Sydney Russell School, Stratford Academy, Islington Arts and Media, COLA Shoreditch 

Park, Bridge Academy, Brampton Manor, Barking and Dagenham College and The 

Petchey Academy.  

 

Using the contents of the Barbican Box, students will produce their own music shows, 

culminating in a final showcase in the Barbican Hall on 24 April 2019 which will include 

a performance by Swifta.  

 

The Box will inspire students to consider the ever-increasing rate of technological 

development in the 21st century, and will include pad controllers; old tech objects to 

upcycle into instruments; and tablets to sketch ideas and sample and manipulate sounds. 

 

Native Instruments is a leading manufacturer of software and hardware for computer-

based audio production and DJing. Swifta is an established producer from Birmingham, 

producing tracks for the likes of Jme, AJ Tracey and Mist in a range of musical genres, 

from Drum ‘n’ Bass and Hip Hop to Grime and UK Garage. 

 

Swifta said: ‘I’m looking forward to working with the students and inspiring them in their 

musical journey. Music class was very different when I was at school; I never had access 

to tools like this when I was their age. It’s exciting to see how they will create with non-

traditional means of music production and even how they will influence my own 

creativity.’ 

 

Daniel Haver, CEO and Co-founder of Native Instruments added: ‘For over 20 years 

Native Instruments’ mission has been to democratise digital music creation and make it 

accessible to everyone. Removing traditional barriers to entry like cost and product 

complexity helps open up the community, but education remains at the heart of the 

challenge. By partnering with prestigious institutions like the Barbican and artists like 

Swifta Beater, we hope to inspire the next generation of creators and encourage new 

thinking around music education.’ 

 

Jenny Mollica, Director of Creative Learning (Interim) for the Barbican and the Guildhall 

School of Music & Drama, said: ‘We’re very excited to be welcoming both Native 

Instruments and Swifta Beater on board for Barbican Box Music. With technology 

impacting every aspect of our lives, including the ways in which artists create and 

innovate, this is a fantastic opportunity for students to make music using the latest cutting-

edge technology with mentorship from one of the most exciting and influential producers 

in the Grime scene today. 

 



 

‘This year we’re encouraging students and teachers to push the boundaries of what is 

possible in the music classroom, and I can’t wait to see the results!’ 

 

Past artistic mentors for Barbican Box Music have included composer Max Richter, 

beatboxer Bellatrix and saxophonist Soweto Kinch. 

 

Barbican Guildhall Creative Learning supports people of all ages and backgrounds to 

engage with world-class arts for free and is jointly run by the Barbican Centre and the 

Guildhall School of Music & Drama. 

 

Last year, Barbican Guildhall Creative Learning reached over 100,000 people. 
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Press Information  

For further information, images or to arrange interviews contact:  

Tom Vine, Communications Officer, +44 20 7382 7321, tom.vine@barbican.org.uk   

 

Public information  

Box office: 020 7638 8891 www.barbican.org.uk  

 

Barbican press room  

All Barbican Centre press releases, news announcements and the Communications 

team’s contact details are listed on our website at www.barbican.org.uk/news/home  

 

About the Barbican 

A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all 

major art forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning 

programme further underpins everything it does. Over 1.1 million people attend events 

annually, hundreds of artists and performers are featured, and more than 300 staff work 

onsite. The architecturally renowned centre opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican 

Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, Barbican Art Gallery, a second 

gallery the Curve, foyers and public spaces, a library, Lakeside Terrace, a glasshouse 

conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London 

Corporation is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 

 

The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate 

Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient 

Music and Britten Sinfonia, Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our 

Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and 

Michael Clark Company. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are the Barbican’s International 

Orchestral Partner, the Australian Chamber Orchestra are International Associate 

Ensemble at Milton Court and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are International 

Associate Ensemble.   

 

Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
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