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Barbican Presents:  
I Fagiolini/Leonardo da Vinci: Shaping the Invisible 
28 April 2019, Milton Court Concert Hall 
 
On 28 April 2019, the celebrated vocal ensemble I Fagiolini comes to Milton Court to 
perform in a special interdisciplinary event to mark the 500th anniversary of the death of 
the “Renaissance Man”, polymath Leonardo da Vinci. Alongside his artistic and scientific 
accomplishments, Leonardo was a talented musician, who famously described music as 
‘shaping the invisible’. I Fagiolini’s new programme will feature projections of his best-
loved masterworks interwoven with choral pieces that connect with the images. 
Leonardo expert Professor Martin Kemp and I Fagiolini’s director Robert Hollingworth 
will introduce the evening and put the two art forms in context. 

The recently identified masterwork Salvator Mundi, described by Christie’s as the 
‘biggest discovery of the 21st century’, is echoed in settings of the words ‘Saviour of the 
World’, by Tallis and Howells. Victoria’s Tenebrae Responsories offer a sensitive musical 
equivalent to Leonardo’s The Last Supper. The iconic form and proportion of the 
painter’s Vitruvian Man is matched by Bach, while Leonardo’s Five Grotesques is 
brought to life in Renaissance colourist Vecchi’s treatment. Leonardo’s famous 
depictions of women are seen through the prism of Monteverdi’s ‘Era l’anima mia’ and 
the sensual ‘aural tapestry’ of 20th-century French composer, and Messiaen pupil, 
Daniel-Lesur. Leonardo’s fascination with knot designs (Fantasia dei Vinci) is mirrored in 
a puzzling work of his musical contemporary in Milan, Josquin des Prez. Finally, 
Leonardo’s enquiring scientific mind is honoured in a new commission by Adrian 
Williams and Gillian Clark (former National Poet of Wales), entitled ‘Shaping the 
Invisible’.  

The performance takes place at Milton Court Concert Hall as part of Barbican Presents 
2018-19 season. It is the UK launch concert for the album Leonardo – Shaping the 
Invisible which will be released on 26 April 2019, and it also takes place just before the 
500th anniversary of Leonardo da Vinci’s death (2 May 2019).  
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About the Barbican 
A world-class arts and learning organisation, the Barbican pushes the boundaries of all 
major art forms including dance, film, music, theatre and visual arts. Its creative learning 
programme further underpins everything it does. Over 1.1 million people attend events 
annually, hundreds of artists and performers are featured, and more than 300 staff work 
onsite. The architecturally renowned centre opened in 1982 and comprises the Barbican 
Hall, the Barbican Theatre, The Pit, Cinemas 1, 2 and 3, Barbican Art Gallery, a second 
gallery the Curve, foyers and public spaces, a library, Lakeside Terrace, a glasshouse 
conservatory, conference facilities and three restaurants. The City of London Corporation 
is the founder and principal funder of the Barbican Centre. 
 
The Barbican is home to Resident Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra; Associate 
Orchestra, BBC Symphony Orchestra; Associate Ensembles the Academy of Ancient 
Music and Britten Sinfonia, Associate Producer Serious, and Artistic Partner Create. Our 
Artistic Associates include Boy Blue, Cheek by Jowl, Deborah Warner, Drum Works and 
Michael Clark Company. The Los Angeles Philharmonic are the Barbican’s International 
Orchestral Partner, the Australian Chamber Orchestra are International Associate 
Ensemble at Milton Court and Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra are International 
Associate Ensemble.   
 
Find us on Facebook | Twitter | Instagram | YouTube | Spotify 
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