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SUPPORT UKRAINE

Please consider donating to the work of the Olena Zelenska
Foundation, either by following the link below or scanning one of
the QR codes around the building.

The Olena Zelenska Foundation is a Ukrainian charitable
foundation founded by the First Lady of Ukraine in September
2022 as a direct response to the full-scale invasion. Its main goal

is the restoration of the human capital of Ukraine, as well as the
reconstruction of medical and educational institutions. Your
donations will support the Foundation’s many projects, including
the creation of educational spaces for long-term paediatric
patients in hospitals, and the building of bomb shelters for schools
in Ukraine.

Find out more about the work of the Foundation and donate here:
https://zelenskafoundation.org/en
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PROGRAMME

Bucha. Lacrimosa
by VICTORIA VITA POLEVA

Bucha. Lacrimosa was written in response to the terrible atrocities
committed by Russian armed forces that took place in Bucha in
spring 2022. Of the piece, Poleva says: “After seeing the atrocious
acts and crimes committed in those photographs, | burned with
despair and my world changed forever. | started writing Bucha.
Lacrimosa to survive. Bucha's ashes strike my heart.”

Symphony No. 9 in D minor
by LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN

The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra’s performance version of
Schiller’s great poem “"Ode to Joy,” sung by the soloists and
chorus in Ukrainian, and captured in the recent Deutsche
Grammophon recording, follows in the tradition of another
remarkable cultural and historical gesture. On Christmas Day
1989, just weeks after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Leonard Bernstein
conducted Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in the city and made
one important change to the text. Bernstein altered Schiller’s
opening word “Freude” (Joy) to “Freiheit” (Freedom) and in so
doing defined a moment of hope in German, and world, history.
In making her performance version, the orchestra’s founder and
conductor, Keri-Lynn Wilson, working with her Ukrainian musical
colleague levgeniia lermachkova, changed “Freude” to “Slava”
(Glory), from the phrase that has become familiar around the
world as the rallying call of Ukrainian resistance in the face of
ruthless Russian aggression, Slava Ukraini! (Glory to Ukrainel!).

The orchestra’s performances of the new performance version
were the first time the symphony’s text had been presented in
translation outside of Ukraine. A concert in Warsaw, the occasion
of the Deutsche Grammophon recording, was followed by a
performance in Berlin on Ukrainian Independence Day, August 24,
2023. The orchestra and soloists were joined by 40 singers made
up of Ukrainian refugees and other residents in Berlin. The concert
was attended by the Federal President of Germany, Frank-Walter
Steinmeier, in a public show of support for Ukraine’s fight for its
freedom. Wilson subsequently took this version of the symphony
back to Ukraine and performed it in Lviv in December 2023 with
Lviv National Opera.
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UKRAINIAN FREEDOM
ORCHESTRA

The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra was formed in 2022 by
Canadian-Ukrainian conductor Keri-Lynn Wilson in direct
response to Russia’s brutal invasion of Ukraine. Working in
collaboration with the Metropolitan Opera in New York, the
Polish National Opera in Warsaw and the Ukrainian Ministry
of Culture, Maestro Wilson brought together an ensemble
composed of leading Ukrainian musicians from inside the
embattled country, as well as recent refugees and Ukrainian
members of European orchestras. Its explicit mission was to
defend Ukraine’s cultural legacy as the country fights for its
freedom. It has been under the patronage of Ukraine’s First
Lady Olena Zelenska since 2023.

The orchestra’s summer tours have included some of

the most prestigious venues across Europe and the
United States such as the BBC Proms and the Barbican in
London, the Concertgebouw in Amsterdam, Hamburg’s
Elbphilharmonie, Lincoln Center in New York City and the
Kennedy Center in Washington DC. This year’s tour sees
them perform at some of the great cathedrals and concert
halls on both sides of the Atlantic as well as a special
concert in the Polish shipyard that was instrumental in the
birth of the Solidarity movement. The Ukrainian Freedom
Orchestra is proud to have showcased contemporary
Ukrainian composers alongside the greats of the wider
European musical tradition and has enjoyed a rapturous
and emotional public response, critical acclaim and
unprecedented media attention for an artistic venture of
this kind.

SONGS FOR UKRAINE CHORUS

The Royal Opera House’s Songs for Ukraine Chorus was
established in spring 2023 in response to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine. Made up of 160 Ukrainian people, a majority

of whom have been displaced by the war, the Chorus
celebrates Ukrainian culture and resilience. The Chorus are
proud to donate their time and effort in support of Ukraine,
its people, cultural heritage and artistic development, and
members range from seasoned professional singers to
people taking part in a classical music concert for the first
time.

Formed as part of the Royal Opera House’s Creative
Exchange programme, the Songs for Ukraine Chorus,
performing alongside members of the Royal Opera Chorus,
demonstrate the power of music to inspire hope and
solidarity. Appearances to date have included a Christmas
concert at Bradford Cathedral and concerts at the Royal
Opera House, the US Embassy Commemoration Gala at
the Palace Theatre, and media features both nationally and
internationally on CNN, BBC Radio 3 and ITV.



TRANSLATION

Adapted from the translation by MYKOLA LUKASH

Ukrainian

Comno 6apuToHa

O apysi, Ui MapHi 3Byku!
Kpallle 3acniBaEmMo pasom
paAicHiwe.

| 6aarosicHiwel

Caasa! Chasal

Chaga, rapHa ickpo boxal
HeckazaHHO Al06O Ham
VBINTH, uapuLe roxa,

B TBil NpecBiTANIN AVBHUIA XpaM.

Xop Ta comicTi

Bce, wo ctporo aAiAnTb Moaa,
B'sixel T oAHUM BY3AOM,
PosugiTae 3roaa 6paTHs

[ia 6AarM TBOIM KPUAOM.

Comictr

Koro aAoas owacTtuaa

TuM, Wo APYrosi BiH ApYT,

Koro AlobuTb Aapa MUAA,

MAITb AO HaC B BECEAMI KPYT.
aiTb yCi, XTO 3B€ CBOEIO

B cBiTi aAywy xou oaHy!

XTO X BeCb Bik YEPCTBIB AyLIElO -

Man y iHLy cTopoHy!

Xop

WaiTb yCi, XTO 3B€e CBOEIO

B cBiTi Aywy xou oaHy!

XTO X BECb Bik YepCTBIB Ayllelo —

Man y iHwy cTopoHy.

Conictn

ChaBy M'ioTb yci icToTH

3 rpyai MaTepi-3eMai,

Ti conoakii weapoTu
MaloTb BCi — i AOOPI, 1 3AI.
ChaBa Hac BUHOM CM'siHAE
| LiAyHKOM OrHeBUM;

| yepB'ak yTixy 3Hae,

| HebecHM XepyBUM.

Xop

ChaBa Hac BUHOM C'AHAE

| LiAyHKOM OrHeBumM;

| YepB'AK yTixy 3Hak,

| HebecHM xepyBIM.

| HebecHM XepyBIM, XepPYBUM.

B paio! B pato!

Couo TeHOpa Ta YOJIOBIYHHA XOp
Tak y 6e3Mmipi cBiTMAQ

XOpOM ParAyKHUM NAVBY Tb.
BpatTa, MAiITb Y cAaBHY Ny Thb,

LLlo Bam paaicTb ocBATHAR.

BpatTa, MAiTb Y cAaBHY Ny Thb

LLlo Bam paaicTb ocBATHAR.

Xop

Chasa rapHa, ickpo boxal
HeckazaHHo A060 Ham
VBINTW, La pyLe roxa,

B T8It NpecBiTAMI AMBHWIA XPaM.

Bce, Wwo cTporo aiAnTb MoAa,
B'skel TM OAHMM BY3AOM,
Po3ugiTae 3roaa 6paTHs

[ia 6GAATMM TBOIM KPUAOM.

OB6HIMITECH, MIABMOHM,
[MouinyiTecs, Mo 6patul
Biunni OTue aAobpoTu,
Aalt HaM Aacku 1 OXOpOoHM!
Bu BKAOHUAMCD, MIABMOHM?
Yu Biauyan bora cait?
CnoBHITb MUAICTIO cepus

| YMHITb Moro 3akoHM!
Chasa, rapHa ickpo boxa,
HeckazaHHo AlOOO Ham
VBINTYW, LapuLie roxa,

B T8Il NpecBiTAMIN AMBHWIA XPaM.

Chasa!l Caagal
OB6HIMITECH, MIABMOHM,
nouiAyiiTecb MoB 6patu!

Bu BKAOHUAMCD, MIABMOHM?
Yu Biauyan bora cait?
CnoBHITb MUAICTIO cepus

| YnHiTL Moro 3akoH! bpaTTs!

BpatTsl locnoaa wykai,
[ia 3ipKOBKMM HEGOCXMAOM
LLlykar Haworo Teopusi.

Couicta Ta X0p

ChaBa, rapHa ickpo boxal

Bce, wo cTporo aAiAMTb MoAa,
B'sxkell T 0AHMM By3AOM,
PosugiTae 3ropa bpaTHs

[ia 6AarvM TBOIM KPUAOM.

Xop

OB6HIMITECH, MIABUOHM,
[MouinyiTecs, MoB 6paTy!
Hemos 6patTs! bpatTs!
[Mia 3ipkoBUM HEBOCXMAOM

TeopLS HaWoro wykaw.

Chasal

ChaBa, rapHa ickpo boxa,
HeckazaHHo 06O Ham!
ChaBa, rapHa ickpo boxal

Ickpo Boxal

English

Baritone Solo

Oh friends, these futile sounds!
Let’s sing together more joyfully.
And it’s sweeter!

Glory! Glory, glory, beautiful
divine spark!

Inexpressibly dear to us,

To enter, fitting queen,

into your bright and wondrous
temple.

Chorus and Soloists

All that fashion strictly divides,
you bind with one knot;
blooms yearly the brotherhood

under your benevolent wing.

Soloists

Those whom fate has favoured, by
having a friend be a friend,

Those whom love’s kind embrace
cherishes, come join our joyful
circle,

Come all, who call their soul their
own in this world!

But whoever has grown embittered
in spirit, go the other way!

Chorus

Come all who call even one soul their
own in this world!

But whoever has hardened their soul
throughout their life, go the other

way.

Soloists

All creatures from the bosom of
Mother Earth drink in glory.
Those sweet gifts belong to all,
the good and the evil; glory
intoxicates us like wine,

and with a fiery kiss; even the
worm knows delight, and the
heavenly cherub.

Chorus

Glory intoxicates us like wine,

and with a fiery kiss;

even the worm knows delight,

and not the raging cherubim.

And heavenly cherubim, cherubim,
in paradise! in paradise!

Tenor Solo and Male Chorus

Yes, yes, yes, the boundless stars float
like boundless lights together,
paradise mighty floats.

Brothers, go on the glorious path,
brothers, go on the glorious path,
that joy has sanctified for you, has
sanctified for you.

Brothers, go on the glorious path,
brothers, go on the glorious path,
that joy has sanctified for you, has
sanctified for you.

Brothers, go on the glorious path.
Brothers, go on the glorious path
that joy has sanctified for you,
that has consecrated you,

joy, joy that has sanctified you.

Chorus

Glory, beautiful divine spark!
We are inexplicably fond

to enter, fitting queen,

into your bright and wondrous
temple.

All that fashion strictly divides,
you bind with one knot;
blooms the harmony of
brotherhood

under your benevolent wing.
All that fashion strictly divides,
you bind with one knot;
blooms the harmony of
brotherhood

under your benevolent wing.

Embrace millions,
kiss each other like brothers!
Eternal, Father of Kindness,

give us your grace and protection!

Have millions bowed,

or felt the presence of God in the world?

Fill hearts with mercy!
And enact His laws. !

Glory, beautiful divine spark!
Inexpressibly dear to us,

to enter, fitting queen,

into your bright and wondrous
temple.

Glory! Glory!

Embrace millions,

kiss each other like brothers!

Millions have bowed,

Have they felt God’s presence in
the world?

Fill hearts with mercy.

And fulfill His law! Brothers!
Brothers, seek the Lord,

under the starry sky,

seek our Creator.

Soloists

Glory, beautiful divine spark!
All that fashion strictly divides,
All that fashion strictly divides,
You bind with one knot

All that is strict, all that is strict.

All that fashion

strictly divides,

You bind with a knot.

Blooms the harmony of
brotherhood

under your benevolent wing.

Chorus

Embrace millions,

kiss each other like brothers!
Not just like brothers!
Brothers! Under the starry sky,
seek our Creator,

Glory, glory beautiful divine spark
beautiful divine spark!
Inexpressibly dear to us!
Glory beautiful divine spark
divine spark!



