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London Children’s Film Festival 2007: Teaching Resource

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix (12A)
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The most successful film series of all time reaches its fifth instalment, as the adventures of the young wizard and his friend continue. British director David Yates takes the helm to steer Harry into his darkest film adventure yet, with dramatic battle scenes and night flights along the Thames.

English: Explore how familiar themes are portrayed in different context and how an audience responds differently to a film and a book (En2/3d + 5d)

PSHE: Investigate how characters have to make real choices and decisions. (PSHE/4d)
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Audiences

Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix is suitable for audiences at KS3 and KS4, with links to English, Citizenship, Media Studies, Drama, Art & Design, Geography and History.
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Synopsis

Following on from Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire, Harry and his headmaster Dumbledore try to convince the wizarding world that Voldemort has returned. The bureaucrats at the Ministry of Magic refuse to listen, unable to face the Dark Lord’s return, and replace Dumbledore with the seemingly innocuous bureaucrat Dolores Umbridge. As the new headteacher’s authoritarian regime terrifies Hogwarts pupils, Harry and his friends, Ron and Hermione, set up a secret society at school to train their fellow pupils in defensive magic. Meanwhile, Harry’s godfather Sirius Black leads the Order of the Phoenix, another secret society dedicated to the battle against Voldemort, and the scene is set for a simultaneous clash against unjust authority and boundless evil.

Suggested Classroom Activities 


English

· Most audiences are now familiar with the themes and characters in the Harry Potter books. How does this film differ to the previous four? Have the different directors (Chris Columbus, Alfonso Cuaron, Mike Newell and David Yates) made any impact on the tone of the films, or their thematic focus?

· Compare and contrast the book to the film. What has been cut from the book? Are there any characters or scenes which you think should have been left in the film? Why?

· Writing to argue/ persuade/ advise: Imagine that you are a pupil at Hogwarts. Write a letter to The Daily Prophet arguing for Albus Dumbledore to be reinstated as Headmaster.

· Writing to analyse/ review/ comment: Look at different reviews of the film. (Websites like http://www.metacritic.com/ and http://uk.rottentomatoes.com/ provide a synopsis of many films and reviews.) Identify positive and negative opinions of the films, and write a summary of the different views, concluding with your own.

· Writing to inform/ explain/ describe: A penfriend from another country has written to you asking you to explain the appeal of the Harry Potter books and films. Write a reply, in which you say what you like about them, and also say why they have been so successful around the world.

Citizenship

· Identify the key moments in the film when characters make major decisions. Split into groups and decide what the other options might have been. What factors go into making these choices (e.g. fear/ altruism/ morality/ revenge/ love)? What might the consequences be of making a different choice?

· Put Dolores Umbridge on trial for unfair treatment of her students. Each student in the class should take on a different role, including counsel for the prosecution and defence, judge, jury, and characters from the film as witnesses. 

· As well as battling evil, Harry faces his first romantic dilemma and his first kiss with Cho Chang. What issues does he need to consider before beginning a relationship? 

Geography

· One of the most dramatic scenes is the night flight by broomstick along the Thames, passing several London landmarks. Why do you think these particular landmarks were chosen? What alternative sites in London would you choose to represent the city to a huge international audience?

· The headquarters of the Order of the Phoenix in Grimmauld Place provides an important new location in the film. Contrast the isolated rural environment of Hogwarts with the cramped urban conditions of Sirius’s house, including the landscape and transport links.

Drama

· Over 15,000 girls queued to audition for the new role of Luna Lovegood. Identify male and female characters from the books whose roles you would like to expand, and devise a suitable audition for aspiring actors. 

· Devise a group performance piece as Dumbledore’s Army, using choreography and combat skills to convey the importance of teamwork between the strong individual personalities.

Art and Design

· Imelda Staunton’s costumes play an important role in establishing the character of Dolores Umbridge. Choose two of her costumes from the film and analyse the fabrics and techniques used to make them. Design an additional outfit for her wardrobe.

· The Ministry of Magic set was the most expensive yet built for the Harry Potter film series. Identify the architectural influences on the set, and design an alternative for a magical world controlled by Voldemort.

Media Studies

· The Daily Prophet is consistently shown to be an unreliable newspaper, through its sensational reporting by the likes of Rita Skeeter. What are the key features of propaganda? Use the book to help you analyse the language of the newspaper.
· Write and record a thirty second radio trailer for the film, aimed at teenage audiences. You can include music, short clips from the film and voiceover. What considerations will influence your trailer?
Music

· ‘Hedwig’s theme’ by John Williams is a major part of the soundtrack to all five films. How is it developed in this film? Do you notice any motifs that are associated with particular characters? The new composer for this film, Nicholas Hooper, introduced a taiko drum to the percussion section. What effect does it have on the mood of the music?

· Compose your own tune for the Hogwarts school song, which is sung at the beginning of every school year. 

History

· Dolores Umbridge gradually turns Hogwarts into a place governed by fear. Think of other repressive regimes in the twentieth century; can you identify common techniques used by them and by Umbridge? Why does JK Rowling want us to think about this? 

Weblinks
 Official website of the film

http://www.harrypotterorderofthephoenix.com/
 JK Rowling’s official site

http://www.jkrowling.com/
Film Street
www.filmstreet.co.uk
See the review section for suggestions on how to write reviews.

Film Reviews

http://www.metacritic.com/ 

http://uk.rottentomatoes.com/
Recommended Reading

The other Harry Potter books – No need to list all seven titles, but make sure you read them in the right order.

Mortal Engines by Phillip Reeve

Another story of a boy orphaned at a young age who lives in an industrial London of the future.

Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula le Guin

Another story of a wizard assigned a quest by destiny.

We suggest that teachers and parents check the suitability of recommended books, films, websites and other media for the children in their care before use. London Children’s Film Festival cannot be responsible for the content of any recommended media, including websites.



© Barbican Education 2007


