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We held the second Residents’ Consultation 
meeting on 29 June; well attended by residents 
from across the Estate, the meeting comprised a 
design update, addressed key resident concerns, 
flagged future key dates and then the panel took 
part in a Q&A session. Below is a summary version 
of that information. As always, if you do have 
any further queries, please email consultation@
barbican.org.uk. Additional information including 
‘Frequently Asked Questions’ and previous editions 
of Podium are available to download from the 
residents’ webpage www.barbican.org.uk/residents. 
Consultation on this project is also taking place 
through the Barbican Association.

Design update
The meeting was addressed by Managing Director, 
Sir Nicholas Kenyon. He outlined that since the 
first residents’ meeting in February, we have been 
continuing to work on the design to relocate 
cinemas 2 & 3 to Exhibition Hall 1. These designs 
are being taken up to Stage D of the design process 
and will be submitted for Planning later this year. 
Sir Nicholas introduced the key consultants that we 
are working with on the project, who include: for the 
external façade, branding & wayfinding – AHMM; 
cinema design – NBDA; acoustic advice – ARUP 
and traffic & pedestrian analysis – Atkins.
AHMM (Allford Hall Monaghan Morris) architects 
have been working with the Barbican Centre for 
almost ten years on projects including the Foyer 
and Barbican Art Gallery redevelopments and so 
we are confident that they are the right people to 
investigate how the potential new cinemas could 

Proposed cinemas  
relocation – update

Resident concerns  
and responses
Communication with residents through the 
consultation process so far has raised a number 
of questions. Outlined below are some of the key 
concerns, and how the Centre is addressing them:

Visitor management
A number of measures have been factored into the 
operation and design of the building to ensure any 
potential noise from cinema visitors is minimized. 
These include:
�s���3�T�A�G�G�E�R�E�D���S�T�A�R�T���A�N�D���E�N�D���C�I�N�E�M�A���T�I�M�E�S���W�H�E�R�E��
possible
�s���.�O���D�R�I�N�K�S���P�E�R�M�I�T�T�E�D���O�U�T�S�I�D�E
�s���.�O���O�F�F���S�A�L�E�S���F�R�O�M���T�H�E���P�R�E�M�I�S�E�S
�s���0�R�O�M�I�N�E�N�T���S�I�G�N�A�G�E
�s���$�O�O�R���A�M�B�A�S�S�A�D�O�R���P�R�E�S�E�N�T���O�N���T�H�E���M�A�I�N���E�N�T�R�A�N�C�E��
during evening screenings to welcome and assist, 
whilst monitoring behaviour
�s���(�O�U�S�E���M�A�N�A�G�E�R���P�R�E�S�E�N�T���I�N���M�A�I�N���F�O�Y�E�R���A�T���O�U�T�G�O�I�N�G��
of screenings
�s���2�E�C�E�S�S�E�D���L�O�B�B�Y���D�E�S�I�G�N�����W�H�I�C�H���W�I�L�L���B�E���A���N�O��
smoking area to minimize dwell time 
�s���$�E�D�I�C�A�T�E�D���T�E�L�E�P�H�O�N�E���N�U�M�B�E�R���F�O�R���R�E�S�I�D�E�N�T��
concerns will be operational
�s���7�A�S�T�E���R�E�C�Y�C�L�I�N�G���B�I�N�S���P�R�O�V�I�D�E�D���T�O���A�V�O�I�D���L�I�T�T�E�R�I�N�G��
the local area

Licensing
�s���$�A�I�L�Y���M�A�N�A�G�E�M�E�N�T���O�F���T�H�E���L�I�C�E�N�C�E���A�N�D���O�P�E�R�A�T�I�O�N��
will be as with the main centre, under the Customer 
Experience House Management Team who have 
huge experience of managing the wider operation 
with longer opening hours and multiple entry and 
exit points
�s���)�N�T�E�N�T�I�O�N���T�O���A�P�P�L�Y���F�O�R���O�N�E���P�R�E�M�I�S�E�S���L�I�C�E�N�C�E��
to cover the entire building including retail and 
catering units – enabling greater control over 
upholding of licensing objectives with potential 
tenants. This system is currently used in Centre
�s���&�O�R���E�X�A�M�P�L�E�����R�E�S�T�R�I�C�T�I�O�N�S���O�N���W�H�E�N���R�E�F�U�S�E���R�E�C�Y�C�L�I�N�G��
facilities in loading bays can be used

Hours of operation of cinemas  
and catering outlets
�s���!�N�T�I�C�I�P�A�T�E�D���V�E�R�Y���F�E�W���S�C�R�E�E�N�I�N�G�S���W�I�L�L���E�N�D���L�A�T�E�R���T�H�A�N��
23:00
�s���4�O���A�C�C�O�M�M�O�D�A�T�E���R�A�R�E���S�C�R�E�E�N�I�N�G�S���T�H�A�T���M�A�Y���E�N�D��
around 23:10‐– 23:15 it is intended to apply for 
licence for around 30 end times of 23:30
�s���#�A�T�E�R�I�N�G���O�U�T�L�E�T�S���W�I�L�L���N�O�T���O�P�E�R�A�T�E���B�E�Y�O�N�D����������������
with last orders no later than 22:30

Noise commitments
�s���4�H�E���"�A�R�B�I�C�A�N���#�E�N�T�R�E���I�S���C�O�M�M�I�T�T�E�D���T�O���E�N�S�U�R�I�N�G��
noise containment
�s���/�U�R���N�E�W���A�C�O�U�S�T�I�C���C�O�N�S�U�L�T�A�N�T�S���A�R�E���!�R�U�P����
Recognised as one of the world’s leading acoustic 
consultancies, they work on projects primarily in the 
performing arts, museum, broadcasting, aviation, 
etc. They have been responsible for the acoustic 
design of many of the world’s foremost music and 
theatre venues
�s���4�H�E�R�E���W�I�L�L���B�E���T�H�E���P�R�O�D�U�C�T�I�O�N���O�F���A���#�O�N�S�T�R�U�C�T�I�O�N��
Protocol
�s���,�I�A�I�S�O�N���W�I�T�H���%�N�V�I�R�O�N�M�E�N�T�A�L���(�E�A�L�T�H

look, and fit with the Centre as a whole. Peter Morris 
from AHMM then presented to the meeting their 
latest plans for the external design of the proposal. 
It is important to note that all the information and 
illustrations below are work in progress.

What have AHMM been doing so far?
�s���4�A�L�K�I�N�G���W�I�T�H���T�H�E���"�A�R�B�I�C�A�N���T�O���D�I�S�C�U�S�S�����B�R�A�N�D�I�N�G��
and identity, impact on way-finding to the existing 
Barbican Centre and location of the main cinema 
entrance
�s���-�E�E�T�I�N�G���W�I�T�H���T�H�E���0�L�A�N�N�I�N�G���$�E�P�A�R�T�M�E�N�T���W�H�O��
highlighted their desire for the proposed cinemas to 
be seen as a public venue rather than a commercial 
building, the importance of the location of the 
entrance and the design proposals for other 
elevations (i.e. sides of the building)
�s���!�N�D���U�N�D�E�R�T�A�K�I�N�G���A���D�E�S�I�G�N���R�E�V�I�E�W���T�H�A�T���I�N�C�L�U�D�E�S����
refining the proposed layouts; treatment of the 
elevations including overall identity of the building, 
proposed materials, treatment of the entrance and 
simplifying the signage; treatment of the landscape 
and possible way-finding solutions

The latest designs 
Above and overleaf are images and sketches of the 
latest designs and plans, and a brief summary of 
the main design principles. These illustrations are 
not intended as final designs so please do read 
them as working drawings, which we hope will give 
you a feel of what the facilities could look like. 

Current proposal for Beech Street frontage 
(Image 1)
�s���2�E�C�E�S�S�E�D���M�A�I�N���E�N�T�R�A�N�C�E���O�N���"�E�E�C�H���3�T�R�E�E�T��
�s���'�L�A�Z�I�N�G���T�R�E�A�T�M�E�N�T���I�S���T�R�A�N�S�L�U�C�E�N�T���O�N���T�H�E���U�P�P�E�R��
level and transparent on the lower to demarcate 
the public, occupied areas of the building from the 
more ancillary spaces
�s���,�I�G�H�T���E�M�A�N�A�T�I�N�G���F�R�O�M���T�H�E���B�U�I�L�D�I�N�G���W�O�U�L�D���B�E���V�E�R�Y��
low, and controlled 
Proposals for residents’ entrance and 
landscaping (Image 2 and 3)
�s���4�H�E���E�X�I�S�T�I�N�G���P�E�D�E�S�T�R�I�A�N���R�A�M�P���W�I�L�L���B�E���R�E�T�A�I�N�E�D���B�U�T��
has been omitted from this view in order to display 
the proposed entrance design in more detail
�s���%�N�H�A�N�C�E�M�E�N�T���O�F���R�E�S�I�D�E�N�T�S�����E�N�T�R�A�N�C�E�����I�N�C�L�U�D�I�N�G��
new paving 
�s���)�M�P�O�R�T�A�N�C�E���O�F���S�A�F�E�T�Y���F�O�R���R�E�S�I�D�E�N�T�S���I�N���T�H�I�S���A�R�E�A���I�S��
also paramount. The current ‘hard landscaping’ 
treatment of this area has this in mind. It also will 
discourage visitors lingering and is in keeping with 
the Centre’s architecture
�s���.�A�V�I�G�A�T�I�O�N���P�O�I�N�T�����D�E�S�I�G�N���O�F���W�H�I�C�H���I�S���A�S���Y�E�T��
undecided) could work in this area to direct visitors 
to Silk Street
Current proposal for floor plan
(Image 4 overleaf)
�s���!�F�T�E�R���M�U�C�H���C�O�N�S�I�D�E�R�A�T�I�O�N�����T�H�E���C�U�R�R�E�N�T���m�O�O�R���P�L�A�N��
does not differ much from the original plans (as 
seen in Podium issue 51)

1

�s���4�H�E�S�E���A�C�T�I�O�N�S���T�O�G�E�T�H�E�R���W�I�T�H���T�H�E���0�L�A�N�N�I�N�G���A�N�D��
Licensing consultation processes, are designed to 
protect the interests of residents

Sound proofing & sound checks
�s���!�R�U�P���H�A�V�E���G�E�N�E�R�A�T�E�D���A���S�O�U�N�D���T�E�S�T���I�N���T�H�E�I�R���S�T�U�D�I�O��
to simulate the predicted noise breakout
from the new cinemas. This simulation had a 
positive result, with sound demonstrated to be
imperceptible from what would be the nearest 
apartment window
�s���2�E�S�I�D�E�N�T���R�E�P�R�E�S�E�N�T�A�T�I�V�E�S���T�H�R�O�U�G�H���T�H�E���"�A�R�B�I�C�A�N��
Association will be invited to attend future Arup 
sound tests
�s���#�O�N�T�I�N�U�I�N�G���T�E�S�T�I�N�G�����M�O�N�I�T�O�R�I�N�G���A�N�D���L�O�G�G�I�N�G���W�I�L�L��
take place throughout the project

Hours of deliveries
�s���4�H�E���D�E�L�I�V�E�R�Y���A�R�E�A���W�I�L�L���B�E���T�H�E���C�U�R�R�E�N�T���,�O�A�D�I�N�G���"�A�Y��
area behind Exhibition Hall 1.
�s���!�L�L���D�E�L�I�V�E�R�I�E�S���W�I�L�L���T�A�K�E���P�L�A�C�E���B�E�T�W�E�E�N���T�H�E���H�O�U�R�S���O�F��
8am – 8pm Mon‐to Sat. Deliveries on Sundays and 
Public Holidays are unlikely but if they are necessary 
they will take place between the hours of 12noon – 
6pm. This is the same as current timings

Access, including disabled access
�s���4�H�E���B�U�I�L�D�I�N�G���A�N�D���F�A�C�I�L�I�T�I�E�S���W�I�L�L���B�E���F�U�L�L�Y���A�C�C�E�S�S�I�B�L�E
�s���#�U�R�R�E�N�T�L�Y���R�E�V�I�E�W�I�N�G���O�P�T�I�O�N�S���F�O�R���D�I�S�A�B�L�E�D���P�A�R�K�I�N�G��
drop off – possibilities on either Whitecross Street or 
Golden Lane 
�s���)�N�T�E�N�D�I�N�G���M�A�I�N���T�A�X�I���D�R�O�P���O�F�F���P�O�I�N�T���T�O���R�E�M�A�I�N��
outside Silk Street
�s���#�O�N�S�U�L�T�A�T�I�O�N���W�I�T�H���(�I�G�H�W�A�Y�S���U�N�D�E�R�W�A�Y

Catering outlets management
�s���5�N�D�E�R�T�A�K�I�N�G���M�E�A�S�U�R�E�S���T�O���E�N�S�U�R�E���E�F�F�E�C�T�I�V�E��
management of potential odours and noise from 
retail facilities

Ben Jonson House resident entrance
�s���3�T�R�E�E�T���L�E�V�E�L���A�N�D���R�A�M�P���A�C�C�E�S�S���M�A�I�N�T�A�I�N�E�D
�s���0�L�A�N�S���T�O���I�M�P�R�O�V�E���T�H�E���R�E�S�I�D�E�N�T���E�N�T�R�A�N�C�E�����C�U�R�R�E�N�T�L�Y��
being designed by AHMM
�s���.�O�T���E�N�V�I�S�A�G�E�D���T�H�E�R�E���W�I�L�L���B�E���A�N�Y���I�M�P�A�C�T���O�N���S�E�C�U�R�I�T�Y��
for residents

Highways and street-scaping
�s���!�W�A�R�E���O�F���E�X�I�S�T�I�N�G���P�R�O�P�O�S�A�L�S���A�N�D���S�C�H�E�M�E�S�����L�I�A�I�S�I�N�G��
with City of London departments to ensure we are 
joined up. While impact of the cinemas on the street 
is not envisaged to be significant, we are using 
Atkins for traffic and pedestrian analysis.

Film programme and name
�s���.�E�W���C�I�N�E�M�A�S���P�R�O�G�R�A�M�M�E�D���S�I�M�I�L�A�R�L�Y���T�O���T�H�E��
previous Cinemas 2 & 3
�s���-�I�X�T�U�R�E���O�F���N�E�W���R�E�L�E�A�S�E�S���T�O�G�E�T�H�E�R���W�I�T�H���l�L�M��
seasons, festivals and screen talks
�s���.�A�M�I�N�G���O�F���T�H�E���C�I�N�E�M�A���S�T�I�L�L���T�O���B�E���C�H�O�S�E�N���n���I�D�E�A�S��
welcome!

Future key dates
�s���.�E�X�T���"�A�R�B�I�C�A�N���#�E�N�T�R�E���2�E�S�I�D�E�N�T�S���M�E�E�T�I�N�G�����E�A�R�L�Y��
October 2010
�s���#�I�T�Y���O�F���,�O�N�D�O�N���#�O�M�M�I�T�T�E�E�S�����0�O�L�I�C�Y�������2�E�S�O�U�R�C�E�S��
review proposal: mid October 2010
�s���)�F���A�P�P�R�O�V�A�L���S���G�I�V�E�N�����P�L�A�N�S���S�U�B�M�I�T�T�E�D���T�O���#�I�T�Y���O�F��
London Planning Department: Early November 
2010
�s���-�O�B�I�L�I�S�A�T�I�O�N���A�N�D���C�O�N�S�T�R�U�C�T�I�O�N������������
�s���/�P�E�N���T�O���P�U�B�L�I�C�����E�A�R�L�Y����������
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The City of London Corporation is the 
founder and principal funder of the 
Barbican Centre.

Box Office 020 7638 8891 (bkg fee) barbican.org.uk

As you may have already seen, we have started 
work on refurbishing the Waterside and Balcony 
Bistro restaurants. We have changed our catering 
contractor for these two restaurants, which will be 
re-opening mid-September. 

The remodelled catering offer will comprise the 
Barbican Foodhall (previously Waterside); Barbican 
Lounge (previously Balcony Bistro), and Searcy’s 
which will remain the fine dining option. 

Barbican Foodhall
A bustling market place bringing together the sights, 
sounds and smells of street food from around 
the world. With a cafe serving fresh Monmouth 
coffee and market stalls presenting a variety of 
international food, grab a bite to go or stay and 
chat with friends and colleagues on one of the 
communal tables. Plus, pop into the deli with floor 

to ceiling displays of the finest produce including 
olives, cheeses, organic oils, fresh pasta and luxury 
confectionary.

Barbican Lounge
Enjoy small plate dining in our modern and 
comfortable new space, with stunning views over 
the Barbican lakeside and the City. Alongside an 
extensive range of drinks, our mouth-watering menu 
brings together the freshest ingredients, with plates 
from across the globe - from Lochmuir salmon to 
Merguez sausages and Pissaladiere. The Barbican 
Lounge is the perfect place to unwind.

In the interim period Searcy’s are running a ‘Pop-
Up’ restaurant on the Level 4 Conservatory Terrace 
– do try and experience the fabulous surroundings 
while you can!

Coming soon:  
Two great new places  
to eat and drink!

Live Guiding comes to 
Barbican Art Gallery
Barbican Art Gallery is pleased to announce the 
launch of a ‘Live Guiding’ service for visitors with 
visual impairment. We now have a small team of 
staff who can be booked in advance to take visitors 
with visual impairment around the gallery, giving 
an overview of the exhibition, describing a selected 
number of artworks on display and, for some 
exhibitions, handling artworks or interpretative 
material. 

For more information or to book please contact 
access@barbican.org.uk or call 020 7382 2382.


